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New Years Eve Diving 
 

We used to have a New Year’s Eve 
dive. We would all form at the 
clubhouse. Early on New Year’s 
Eve, we would suit up—no dry suits, 
of course. We would all go down to 
the Clayton coal docks, which is now 
Frink Park. We would get fully suited 
up and line up on the edge of the 
dock. We would have our cars 
pointed with the lights on toward the 
dock. At about 11:45, we would jump 
in the river. Most years, there was no 
ice on New Year’s. We would 

 
 
 
 

stay down until the cars shut their lights 
off and turned them back on. That would 
tell us it was after midnight. That would 
be our last dive of the year and the first 
dive of the new year. We did that in the 
1970s and early 1980s, for about 10 
years.

We have a couple of months before the 
weather starts to warm up. Get rested 
up for the 2026 dive season. Have a 
good January, and as always—GOOD 
diving!!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Area Events 
February 5-6-Fire and Ice 
Celebration, Harbor Hotel, 
Clayton
March 13-15-North Country 
Goes Green, Cerow Park, 
Clayton
March 27-29-1000 Islands 
Spring Boat Show, Cerow 
Park, Clayton
May 28-October 15- 
Clayton Farmers Market, 
Every Thursday, Village 
Park Circle, Clayton

Cape Vincent Eagle- 
February 24, 1938  Clayton Independent- 

February 28, 1890 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Answers to January 
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or go to 
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December Answers 

December festival in Clayton featuring illuminated boats on the St. 
Lawrence.Answer: FIREBOATPARADE

The lighthouse that often appears in beautifull winter pictures. Answer: 
ROCKISLANDLIGHT

Holiday display at the Thousand Islands Museum featuring decorated 
trees.Answer: FESTIVALOFTREES

Bird that overwinters on the river and is commonly seen diving for fish in 
December. Answer: MERGANSER

Shoreline ice buildup that starts forming by mid-December. Answer: SHOREICE

Marker that the Clayton Diving Club pulls for winter each December to prevent ice 
damage.. Answer: DIVEBUOYS

Icy river phenomenon begins forming in December when the current slows and 
temps drop. Answer: PANICE


