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Skip’s Corner by Skip Couch 

Diving on the Empress of Ireland

Back in the mid-1970s, a couple of 
divers from Syracuse invited me to 
join them on a trip to dive the 
Empress of Ireland. It was a chance 
to dive one of the most famous 
shipwrecks in North America, and I 
couldn't pass it up.

The Empress of Ireland was a 
transatlantic passenger liner that 
sank in the early morning hours of 
May 29, 1914, after colliding with the 
Norwegian coal ship Storstad in 
dense fog on the St. Lawrence River

near Rimouski, Quebec. The ship sank 
in just 14 minutes, claiming more than 
1,000 lives and becoming one of the 
worst maritime disasters in history.

The wreck starts at about 90 feet and 
drops to around 140 feet. Visibility 
wasn't great on our dives, but there was 
enough light to appreciate the size of the 
wreck. We spent two days there and 
made three dives exploring different 
sections of the ship. That was the only 
time I ever dove the Empress of Ireland, 
but it's a dive I've never forgotten.

We're right in the middle of another 
summer diving season, as always— 
GOOD DIVING!

Area Events
August 1- Frankie Scinta, 
Kring’s Ranch Barn Venue
August 8-9-1000 Islands Art 
& Craft & Antique Festival, 
Cerow Recreation Park 
Arena
August 14-16- Bill Johnstons 
Pirate Days, Alexandria Bay
August 27-29-Bassmasters 
Elite Series, Clayton
September 19-Vintage & 
Classic Street Meet, Clayton
October 17-Punkin Chunkin, 
Clayton
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June Answers

Clue: George C. ____, Heart Island builder Answer: BOLDT

Clue: River smuggling vehicle Answer: RUMRUNNER

Clue: Largest Canadian Island in the chain Answer: WOLFE

Clue: 1838 Sir Robert Peel arsonist, ____ Johnston Answer: BILL

Clue: Home to the Antique Boat Museum Answer: CLAYTON

Clue: Bedrock arch: ____ Axis Answer: FRONTENAC

Clue: Island owned by Yale’s “Skull and Bones” Answer: DEER

Clue: Dark Island’s “Castle Answer: SINGER

Clue: War of 1812 base near Watertown Answer: SACKETS

Clue: St. Lawrence waterway passage: ____ Channel Answer: AMERICAN


